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“We ASPIRE that through the love of Jesus everyone should 
“have life and have it to the full”.   
John 10:10 
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Intent
[bookmark: _Hlk220062468]At Our Lady’s, our EYFS provision is rooted in our Catholic faith, where every child is recognised as unique, valued and a part of God’s family. We strive to create a nurturing, inclusive and inspiring environment where children feel safe, loved and encouraged to achieve their potential. We live and model our school mission “to have life and have it to the full.” 
We aspire to: 
· Provide a strong foundation for lifelong learning within a faith-filled environment. 
· Ensure all children make excellent progress from their starting points.
· Foster children’s spiritual, moral, social and emotional development.
· Nurture confident communicators. 
· Promote independence, curiosity, resilience and respect for others.
· Prepare children academically, emotionally and socially for Key Stage 1

Implementation 
Curriculum Design
The EYFS curriculum at Our Lady’s:
· Is broad, balanced and ambitious, following the EYFS Statutory Framework.
· Is shaped by children’s interests, needs and next steps. 
· Builds strong foundational knowledge and skills.
· Enriches children’s language and communication. 
· Encourages excitement and intrigue through play and exploring.  
· Incorporates our Catholic values. 

Teaching and Learning 
Learning is delivered through a carefully planned balance of adult-led activities and child-initiated play, within enabling and language-rich environments.
The prime areas: Communication and Language, Physical Development and Personal Social and Emotional Development, are woven through every aspect of our provision and underpin all learning. Children develop these skills consistently throughout the day through routines, high-quality interactions, enabling environments, planned activities, and purposeful play.
The specific areas: Literacy and Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design are taught through adult-led activities and planned continuous provision experiences. 
Reading and Writing are taught through adult-led and small-group sessions, with opportunities for children to practise and develop fluency within the continuous provision.    In Nursery, children begin to develop the early foundations for phonics before starting our systematic phonics programme, Little Wandle Letters and Sounds, in Reception. 
Mathematics is taught through practical, hands-on experiences, with concepts revisited regularly to deepen understanding, build fluency, and support independent application. We follow the White Rose programme to ensure progression and consistency.
The Characteristics of Effective Learning
We embed the characteristics of effective learning by encouraging children to play and explore through our rich and inviting environment where children can choose and manipulate open-ended resources independently. 
We motivate children to actively learn by providing achievable and engaging activities with opportunities to persevere and re-visit learning, whilst taking pride in their achievements. 
We support children to create and think critically by offering opportunities to problem solve. We give children time to think and consider their ideas by asking open-ended questions and encouraging them to plan, predict and adapt.
The Role of the Adult 
Adults in the Early Years Foundation stage are required to: 
· Make skilled observations using the O.W.L approach (observe, wait, listen) 
· Scaffold learning.
· Build secure relationships, enabling children to feel safe and confident to be brave and try new things. 
· Use children’s interests and next steps to extend learning. 
· Be a conversationalist, model rich language and encourage interactions. 
· Play and have fun! 

Catholic Life and Spiritual Development
Children in the EYFS are supported to:
· Take part in daily prayer, collective worship, reflections and spiritual meditation.                                                      
· Learn about Jesus and key stories from the Bible.
· Celebrate the Church’s seasons and feast days. 
· Model our Gospel Values and Virtues. 
· Develop respect for others and an understanding of right and wrong. 
Assessment
Baseline assessments are carried out on entry to Reception. This informs the teaching and planning and each child’s individualised next steps, ensuring targeted support is accurate and immediate. 
Ongoing formative assessment happens daily through observations, discussions and evidence in the online learning journal Tapestry. 
Early Learning Goals (ELGs) are assessed at the end of the Reception year (EYFS) to measure each child's development across the 7 areas of learning. Teachers will determine if they are at the "expected" level or "emerging." We use professional judgement of daily, informal observations to create a statutory profile, which supports transition to Year 1

Inclusion and SEND
At Our Lady’s believe that every child deserves a strong start. High-quality early education must ensure that all pupils, develop secure foundations in key knowledge, skills, and learning behaviours. 
We ensure that: 
· All children are welcomed and valued
· Early identification of SEND enables timely support and intervention                      
· Adaptations are made to ensure full access to the curriculum
· We have close partnerships working with parents and external professionals.                                      
· Pupil Premium funding is used effectively to support disadvantaged pupils

Parents and Carers 
At Our Lady’s we value our school community and support our parents and carers as children’s first educators. 
We establish positive relationships with our families through: 
· Regular formal and informal communication and meetings. 
· Tapestry – Online Learning Journal 
· Workshops to support learning at home 
· Invites to school celebrations, worship, trips and performances. 

Impact 
When children leave the EYFS at Our Lady’s, our aspiration for them is be happy, confident and ready to continue their learning journey. 
Children at Our Lady’s leave the Early Years Foundation Stage:
· With kindness, respect and care for others. 
· Well prepared for Year 1, academically, socially and spiritually. 
· Have made good progress from their individual starting points and most have achieved a Good Level of Development. 
· With strong foundational knowledge and skills. 
· A secure understanding of our faith and what it means to live with the love of Jesus. 









This policy is available on the school website: 
Our Lady's Catholic Primary School and Nursery
Paper copies are available on request from the School Office
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